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“...promoting and safeguarding the health and wellness of all Kentuckians.”

  The computer system for the state’s
Vital Statistics system is being up-
graded and will result in more accurate
and easily accessible information.
  Benefits of the new Vital Statistics
Information System (VSIS) include
improved accountability for transac-
tion processing, financial reporting,
and the printing of birth abstracts. It
will mean reduced data entry at the
branch level relating to electronic
submission of birth records; faster
turnaround, greater accuracy and
increased accessibility to data; timely
submission of birth information to the
federal Social Security Administration,
National Center for Health Statistics,
the Division of Child Support Enforce-
ment, and other agencies.
  A future phase will allow customers
to obtain certified copies of birth
certificates in a regional or local
location as opposed to the current
single location in Frankfort.
  A significant component of this
initiative was modernization of the
state’s Vital Statistics system. Vital
Statistics has used a DEC VAX 11/750
mainframe computer system since
1985.  As this system aged, mainte-
nance became a nightmare, and in
some cases required nation-wide
searches for one item.

  A  computer system project was
launched to modernize vitals’ ac-
counting program, to facilitate the
electronic transmission of birth data
from hospitals directly to the Vital
Statistics Office, and to begin devel-
opment of a regional concept of
access to vital records.  Vital Statistics
contracted with QS Technologies,
Greenville, S.C., in June 2002.
  In December of 2002, the correspon-
dence accounting phase of the new
Vital Statistics Information System
was implemented. The new system
took over the load entirely. The old
DEC VAX was permanently turned
off April 15, 2003. Vital Statistics and
QS staff are now working on the
mapping and conversion of birth data
from Governor’s Office of Technol-
ogy files to QS files so they can
proceed with the next phase of the
project, the electronic transference of
birth data from hospitals.
  Several hospitals have been con-
tacted to participate in the pilot that is
projected for October 2003. Begin-
ning January 2004, after all the bugs
have been eliminated from the system,
remaining birthing hospitals will go
online, five to seven at a time until
all are online.

  If you have any questions
about the new federal privacy law,
go to the CHS Intranet and click on
the HIPAA Website. Definitions,
explanations, complaint matters and
other helpful information is all
there.

  To address the economic realities for
new college graduates and other
women who live in Kentucky, the
Kentucky Commission on Women is
holding the first Summit on the
Economic Status of Kentucky’s
Women on June 20-21, 2003 at the
Farnham-Dudgeon Civic Center and
Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza in Frank-
fort.
 The Summit will build on the
Governor’s Task Force on the Eco-
nomic Status of Kentucky’s Women
that worked with more than 300
volunteers to conduct a yearlong
review of issues that directly impact
the economic status of Kentucky
women.  The group took an in-depth
look at education, leadership, eco-
nomic sufficiency, well-being, equity
and the challenges faced by women in
state government.
  The Summit is open to all and has a
$65 registration fee.  The deadline for
registration is June 6.
 The registration form and other
information are available at
www.women.ky.gov.
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Avoidance techniques for mosquitoes,
chiggers and ticks include:  Cover as
much of your skin as possible with
clothing, hats, socks, etc.   Pay attention
to cuff areas at ankles, wrists, and neck.
Avoid swamps (mosquitoes), dense
woods, fields, and brush (ticks, chiggers).
Examine exposed skin and scalp for
clinging ticks after returning from hikes.
Use insect repellent.


